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WEST CHESTER YOUNG LADIES SEMINARY PA
(VILLA MARIA COMNVENL) 155
1o VCHES,

Siregt Address: 300 Maple Avenue, West Chester, Chester County, Pa.

Precont Owner: Slagters, Servants of the Immaculgte Heart of

Mary, 300 Haple Avenue, West Chezter, Pa.

Present Occupant: Cvmers

Presept Use:
o) oF e

Convent

nk This building, dealgned by Thomes U. Walter,

gf g;,ggif‘iga.gcéz has served a3 & geminary, school, military academy

and a convent and, though modified, was originally
& very handsone design.

2, Physical Bistory:

1-.

be

Original end subsequent owners: Weal Chester Young Ladles
Seminery 1837-1840; Jesn Clande Artoine Brumin de Bolmar
1840-1860; Permsylvania Military Academy 1800-1866; Willian
F. Wyers 1866-1871; Robert M. Mclellan 1871-1873; Sisters,
Servants of the Immeculate Hesrit of ilaxry 1873 to date,

Date of ereciion: 1838 by & joint stock compeny et cost
of over $30,000.

Architect: Thomzs U, Walter - fee wmimown
Bullder, suppliers eic.: Unikmown

Original plana, congtruction ste.: Elsvalion and ficor
plea {c. 1338); probvebly Walter himself drew these. In
poasession of Historical Soelety of Perngylvania,
Philadelphisa, Pa. It is bullt of bricks with s center
block and two wings; the center block wag topped with a
simple cornice. Five amall friezs windows were back of
cornioe on centar vlock originally. Hesr wing to ihe
north not on scove-nentioned plan, but was there by 1348.
Cupola was scuewngt sindlsr to that of the Chegler Couniy
Prigson., See sbttached copy of 1838 sdveritisement for de-
geription of the original bullding {wnder Part I, I of this
report). ZIxterior hag been very muck chenged, especlally
by the sdditlon noied below.

Notes on alterstlons and additions: A nmansard roof hag
besn addsd and a1 large granite chapel asdded, tho latter
in 1914. The cupolz has been removed. The Interdor on
the first flcor is nuch a8 bullt. The upper floors could
nod ve ex@ained.
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9. Important old vi ev.'s and reforences:

Seminars, ., MSU, C. Snermen and Company, -_ma.era,

19 St. James Street, Philadelphia; print uzed as frontis-
piece: "Wegt C‘acste::: Young Ladies' Seminary ab West
Chester, Pemsylvania Painted by Thos.B.ishion. Engraved
by 4. Sartain.”

. (i1 painting of "Bolmar's Acadeny for Boyaz.”
Original in the Chester County Historieal Soclety, West
Chester, Pa. Hlevation of the West Chester Boarding Sehool
for Young Ladiss. Probably drawn ¢. 1838 by Thomas U,
Walter. Original in the Historical Soca.e'é; m’.‘ Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa,

Many obher vie?:s may be seen in achoel cats~
logues at the (heater County Ristorical Society, West
¢hester, Pa.

Sources of ipformation: A1l fo be found Ia the Chester
County Histordeel Soclety, Vest Chegler, Pa., unless
otherwlse noted.

Ema Lydia Bolzair: Almira Hart Tineoln
M her Life and Work. 1936, Seience Press Company,
Lancaster, Fomnsylvania. - -

J. Suith Futhey end Gilbert Cope: Higtory of
Chester County, Pemngylvenis. ZLoudg H. Everits, Fhiladelphia,

Pa., 1831

Wgﬁ 195:1. Ty*;zed t.hesia in partial fulfillment
of the requiremente for tha degree of Magter of Artsg,
University of Deleware. Copy in the Universiiy Library,
NMk; ‘Del. I

Floor plan of the West Chester Boarding School
for Young Ladies. Probably by Thomas . Walter c. 1838,
Original in the Historieal Sociely of Pennsylvania,
Failadelpnia, Pa.

Glassified printed snd manusceript filles, Chester
County Historical Society, Yegh Chester, Pa., under headings:
West Chester.Privaie Schools-West Chester Young Ladles Seminary
Yegt Chester.Privaie Schoolsa-Bolnar
West Chester.Private Schoels~fermsylivenia iHlitary Acaﬁéﬁ:q;
Yeat Ghester.Privalie Schools-Vills laria

Higtorical Events Conmected with the Structure: The bullding

wag erected by & Joint stock compsny but failed soom due to

the financial ddfficulties of the late 1330's. The school

itgelf received excellent newspaper comment, especially waa

the work of Almrs Hart Lineoln Phelps ncied. See bibliography
for her blography. The next owner was very well known es a gchool
master and hils students came from the cagtern United Stabes,

with neny from the Hest Indiea, Pennsylvania iilitery Acsdamy
{now Pernsylvania ilitary College in Chester, Pa.) wes also

very successful, as was Villlam F. Wyera! sciicol. Litile is
recorded of Mnclellan 8 school. Since purchased by the gister-
hood in the Roman Cetholic Church it has been used very success
fily. Catalogues and dsta on all these schoolamay be .
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consulted in the Chester County Higtorical Scelety,
West Chester, Pa. A son of the architeci himzelfl was a
student. Both - | Mrz. Phelpes ard M. Boloar wrobte and
iblished considerables material.

C. Likely Sources Mot Yot Investigated: ¥None lown
D. Supplemental Material: |
1. "Villege Record," West Chester, Pa., September 11, 1833;

“fhe 'Wesot Ches er Young Ledles SEMIIARY,'
IV WEST CHESTFR. (Pa.)

Ylnder the gupervision of Ir. J. W. COCX end wife, with whom 1s
sssociated ag princepal of the literary depertment, Mrs. A. H. Lmaoln
Phelps, late of the Pemale Seminary b Troy.

ATHE tero! of West Chester, in which this Seminary 1s located, is
situsted nesr the Brandywine xiver, four miles sbova the battls growmnd,
end 13 one of the most salubrious, thriving, and plessant villages in
the ghate. 1% i3 a distance of 24 miles west of FPhlladelphia, snd emsy
of accesg at all times by meeng of two daily lines of cars, on the
Columbila amd West Chesgber rail roads.

"The buildings have veen erecied at a larve af;uendluure, on a
plan furnished by Thomaa U. Waller, Esq. The p::ix*c¢§ﬂ building 13 130
feet in length, by 45 in depth, and 4 stordes i3 helght, with two gal~
leries, esch 100 feebd long, and 2 etaries high, being sufficient fUlly
to acconmodate 200 pupils.,

“The extensive grounds, siurrounding the sehool s will be laid out
in walks, and planted with trees and shrubbery, for the recregiion of
the pupils, thereby sscuring tc them sl the camflorts of 3 maral
dwelling.

"The seminary will be opened on Thursedasy, the first of Hovember
nexh

2. "Recorder & msar," Yest Chester, Pa., July 23, 1839:
"SAIEL WAY vs. The Wesl Chester Young ladiss Semlnery.

"In the Court of Common Fleas of Chester county of fugust herm,+
1833, No. 72, scire faciag, sy lechanles? Lm igewed July 20, 1339,
for work and lgbtor done as az house cexpenter in erseiling sd consdruch-
ing a certain brick building, the cenlral pmrt thereof fifby feet
gquare and five storles high, with a wing attached to each end, esch
forty feet long and foriy-five feel desp, being four stories high;
also two gallerdeg gttached, one to ezch end of the szid wings, on
the north-westerly side built of brick, esch ons hundred feegi in
length, sixteen feet wide, two stories high. together wiih wezh house
pnd oven sttached to the norih gallery; snd knmown by the nams of '"The
Yest Chester Young Ladies' Seminary,! situaie in the borough of West
Chegter, snd coumty afcresaid, on & tract or loi of land, coutaining
sbout twenty one ascred, sdjoining lends of the Chester County 3ilk
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Compsany, Abner Hoopea, Joshua Hoopes snd others, together with work
and iabor done in erectinz a fence rovnd the yard and garden atisched
%o the same. Also for wori and labor dome as 3 house carpenter, in
erecting and constructing a certain spring aouse, a few perches from
the sald Sewinary, on the same lot, snd belonging to the ssme parties,
being two stories high, sixteen by thirty-two feeb in slze. Also for
work and lasbor done as & house carpentar in erecting end constructing
a certain barn a few perches from the sald Seminary, on the same 1ot
and belonging to the sams pariies; being thirty-sixz feel, one story
stone and {rame above.

"NOTICE is hereby given to claimsnte and pexsons Interegted in
the aforesaid property, that & writ of ecire faciss, sur mechanics'
lien, has igsued in the above gtated action. to me directed, return-
agble 10 ssld cowrt on the first Mondsy of August nexit, when and where
they may attend if they think proper, and enter on record thelr
guggestions according to law.

" : "JOSEPH TAYLOR, Sheriff,
Sneriff’s Office, Wegh Chester,
July 22, 1839"

Prepared by Bart Anderson - July 1958
Curator, Chester County Historical Soclety
PART IT, ARCHITECTURAL INFORIATION:
A, GCenersl Statement:
1. Architectursl Character: This building by Thomzs U.
Walter originally was a momumental, dignified desiem
in Classic Revival and though modifiled, still reteins
the plammed proportions and masgings of elements.
2. Condition of fabric: Good
B. Technlcal Deseription of Exterior:
1. Oversll dimensions: Original bullding was 130 feeb by
45 feet, with two galleries to the norih esech 100 feet -
ilong and two siorieg high.
2. Foundations: Slone

3. Wall congtructicn: Hed trick originally; now plastered -

4. Chimneys: Origiasl chimmeys still there, though extended
by the mansard roof addition.

5, Openings:
8. Doorways and deors: Originsl building has meln en-

trance m the southeast frout, as shown in the oil
painting mentioned in Part I, A, & above.
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. b, Windews and shutters: Original building still
shows the same windeow openings as shown in the oil
painting (listed under Part I,A,5 of this report),
except for thoge added by the mensard roof.

6, Roof:
a. JShape, covering: Nearly flat - tin covering
‘b, Cornice, eaves: Lot original
' e, Dormers: Many in the mansardrcof, a later sddition,
C. Technical Descripiion of Interiors:

1. Floor plan: The building now has five storles, including
that in the mansard roof. Originally there were four
gtories 'in the main section and thres in each of the two
gide wings. As far as one can now invegtigeie, the first
Tloor seems llitle changed from the original plan by
Architec‘h ¥alter.

2. Stairways: The nain stalrs ere the original ones and rise
from the floor in iwo flights to a landing, conmtinuing

from there in one Flight to the second floor. The entrance
. : flcor 1s simple but impressive.

3. Flooring: Weod, at least pert of which geems origlinsl

4. Wall snd ceiling finish: Plaster

5. Dcorways and doors: First floor, ai least, mostly originsgl.

6. Trim: First {loor, zt least, mostly original.

7. Hardware: ILittle left of the origizmal.

8. Iighting: Nothing original leit.

9. Heailng. Firsplaces remaln on first flcox.

D, Siie:

Y. General setiing and crientation: Bullding faces southesst
and atill hag considerable open space about it.

2. ZInclosures: Nothing old left.
3. OQutbulldings: Nothing criginel lefs.

. 4. Walks: Some through grouﬁds 10 the norih.

5, lendsecaping: Originally well landscaped, according to
newspaper accounts (see Purt I, D of this rﬂpo:rt) -Good
shade trees and some skrubbery.

ed by Bard Anderson, Curator, Ghester County Historical Sociefv-July 1%




